THE UNIT OF LIFE

for nothing, get fellowships and canonries for
nothing, and deprive others more deserving of
their bread."

It would have mattered little if only the elder
sons of noblemen had been treated as a class
apart. The nobility was a small class, and com-
paratively few of its members penetrated to the
University. But during the first decade of
Charles ITs reign, by granting the right of
"Gentlemen Commoners" to wear the distinctive
badge of silken cap and silver button and ex-
pressly denying it to ordinary Bachelors and
undergraduates, Oxford established a large new
caste and one which in due course was to mono-
polise the Universities to the exclusion of all
others. Time swallowed up alike the "nobleman"
with his coloured gown and gold hatband and
the humble servitor labouring by the sweat of
his body to earn the noblest reward man can
obtain. Yet when it had done so it left only the
barren spectacle of Universities that were no
Universities since they had become closed to all
but the sons of gentlemen who could pay their
high fees.

In the seventeenth century this evil was only
in its infancy. Unearned privilege was resented
by many on whom it was conferred: Lord North's
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